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TLSC160                    Course context

Field-based 

Half of the course 
is spent observing 

in K-8, partner 
school 

classrooms

Education 
majors

Mix of early 
childhood, 

elementary, and 
secondary 

majors 

First year
Spring 

semester;
third in a series 
three, 1-credit 

courses 
(140/150/160)

Culturally 
sustaining 
pedagogy
Academic growth, 

cultural competence, 
socio-political/critical 

consciousness



The 
Problem….



Original assignment guidelines  

Discuss how the pedagogical approaches to education of 
Freire, Emdin, and Ladson-Billings have impacted your own 
thinking about pedagogy in diverse contexts. 

Reflections should be approximately 500 words and make 
meaningful connections among site observations, course 
readings, and class discussions. When directly quoting course 
readings, please use current, APA-style in-text citations.



Characteristics of student responses

● Some evidence of reflection related to how thinking has 

changed 

● Limited connections between authors’ ideas and 

observations in PreK-8 classrooms 

● Strong evidence of understanding of big ideas/themes  

● Limited use of references/citations to the specific pieces 

of research read in the course 



Undetectable
-Detection tools exist, but they are not 

consistently accurate or reliable

Ubiquitous
-It’s everywhere, and your students are 

using it

Powerful
-It can synthesize large amounts of 

qualitative and quantitative information 

& has the capacity to revolutionize 

many aspects of life, if we harness the 

power appropriately

Continuously improving 

and evolving
-Today’s AI is weaker than tomorrow’s

Sometimes unreliable
- Terrible at citing sources & may 

generate inaccurate information

Not human
- Operates within the bounds of the 

context that it is given

AI is… 

Mollick and Mollick, 2024

https://www.khanacademy.org/college-careers-more/ai-for-education/x68ea37461197a514:unit-teaching-with-ai/x68ea37461197a514:ai-101-for-teachers-lesson/v/ai-101-for-teachers-transforming-learning-with-ai


Revised 
Assignment 

Promote students’ ability to 
connect course topics with 

field-based learning 
experiences? 

Critically consider the 
quality of AI-generated 

texts?

Support students’ close 
reading of course texts?

How could I 
use AI to…?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1crRBTW_qElQmUdFAm3pqMBvkGlXTH_UuGwUM35NA7ek/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1crRBTW_qElQmUdFAm3pqMBvkGlXTH_UuGwUM35NA7ek/edit?usp=sharing


Examples of student work: 
Revised assignment



Example of student 
work (con.) 



Questions to consider…

● How can AI scaffold students’ ability to tackle 

challenging aspects of an assignment?

● What aspects of the assignment play to AI’s strengths? its 

weaknesses?  

● Who is using the AI tool- teacher? student? both?   

● What aspect(s) of the assignment demand metacognition? 




